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message of the spinning wheel in the threefold manner sug-
gested by me. You can spread it by becoming expert spinners,
by wearing khadi, and by pecuniary contributions. Remember
that millions will never have access to the facilities that
Malaviyaji has provided for you. What return will you make to
these your brothers and sisters ? You may be sure, that when
he conceived the plan of this University, he had the question in
mind, and he embanked upon the mission in the hope that you
would so conduct yourselves as to deserve the training given to
you/'

Young India, 10-10-1929
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WHAT MAY YOUTH DO ?
I got now some time ago a letter on behalf of the Agra
Youth League asking the following question :
i
" We are in the dark with regard to our main activities in future.
We wish to co-operate with the peasants and neighbours of the locality
but no practical method seems to be at hand. We hope that you will
kindly suggest some practical way out of the difficulty. We think ours
is not the only institution facing this difficulty. Accordingly, it is highly
desirable that you should suggest a definite solution of this problem
through the columns of Navajivan or Young India."
The address of the Youth League at Gorakhpur contained
a similar sentiment and also asked how to face the bread pro-
blem that stared the youth in the face. In my opinion the two
questions are intertwined and both can be solved, if the youth
can be persuaded to make village life their goal rather than city
life. We are inheritors of a rural civilization. The vastness of our
country, the vastness of the population, the situation and the
climate of the country have in my opinion destined it for a rural
civilization. Its defects are well known but not one of them is
irremediable. To uproot it and substitute for it an urban civili-
zation seems to me an impossibility, unless we are prepared by
some drastic means to reduce the population from three hun-
dred million to three or say even thirty. I can therefore suggest-
remedies on the assumption that we must perpetuate the present
rural civilization and to endeavour to rid it of its acknowledged